Kayo YIN

PERSONAL INFO

EMAIL:  kayoyin@berkeley.edu
WEBSITE:  kayoyin.github.io
GOOGLE SCHOLAR:  scholar.google.com/citations?user=Wc80oLVWAAAA]

EDUCATION

AUG. 2022 | PhD in COMPUTER SCIENCE

- Current | UC Berkeley, Berkeley, CA

GPA: 3.8 (as of Summer 2026)

Advisor: Prof. Jacob Steinhardt and Prof. Dan Klein

Chamber Music, Danceworx, Cal Hiking and Outdoors Society, Pointe of Berkeley

SEPT. 2025 | Visiting Graduate Scholar in COGNITIVE SCIENCE
- Dec. 2025 | Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Hosted by Prof. Annemarie Kocab
Phonological representations in sign language models

SEP. 2020 | Master in LANGUAGE TECHNOLOGIES
-MAY. 2022 | Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA
QPA: 4.0
Advisor: Prof. Graham Neubig
Graduate Student Representative, Flute (AUO), Piano (CFA), Climbing Team, Bagpipes

SEp. 2017 | Bachelor of Science in MATHEMATICS and COMPUTER SCIENCE
-JUN. 2020 | Ecole Polytechnique, Paris, France
GPA: 4.2/4.0+, Summa Cum Laude
Thesis: Sign Language Translation with Transformers (A+)
Flute (OPS), Saxophone (Fanfare), Soprano (Ensemble Vocal), Women’s Soccer, VP of Origami Club, Caving

WORK EXPERIENCE

MAY. 2023 | Research Intern at MICROSOFT RESEARCH, New York
- AUG. 2023 | With Danielle Bragg, Hal Daumé 111, Alex Lu, Cyril Zhang.
Al for Deaf education, self-supervised learning.

JUN. 2022 | Research Intern at DEEPMIND, London
- OCT. 2022 | Language team, with Chris Dyer.
Sign language generation, diffusion models.

JUN. 2020 | Research Intern at LA JAVANESS, Paris
- SEP. 2020 | Meta-pseudo labeling.

JAN. 2020 | Thesis Research Intern at LABORATOIRE INFORMATIQUE DE L'X, Paris
- APR 2020 | Data Science and Mining (DaSciM) team, with Prof. Jesse Read.
Sign language translation.

SEP. 2019 | Part-Time Research Scientist at ILLUIN TECHNOLOGY, Paris
- JAN. 2020 | Unsupervised question answering (QA) in French.

JUN. 2019 | Research Intern at ILLUIN TECHNOLOGY, Paris
- AUG. 2019 | Denoising scanned documents for OCR, medical imagery analysis, unsupervised question answering.

PUBLICATIONS

* = equal contribution


mailto:kayoyin@berkeley.edu
https://kayoyin.github.io
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Wc8oLVwAAAAJ&hl=en

PHONOLOGICAL PERCEPTION OF SIGN LANGUAGE MODELS
K. Yin, J. Carter, AX Lu, A. Kocab
CogSci 2026.

UNDERSTANDING IN-CONTEXT LEARNING OF ADDITION VIA ACTIVATION SUBSPACES
X. Hu, K. Yin, M1 Jordan, L. Chen, J. Steinhardt
COLM 2025 Workshop on the Interplay of Model Behavior and Model Internals. (In submission to COLM 2026)

LONG CHAIN-OF-THOUGHT REASONING ACROSS LANGUAGES
J. Barua, S. Eisape, K. Yin, A. Suhr
ICLR 2026.

WHICH ATTENTION HEADS MATTER FOR IN-CONTEXT LEARNING?
K. Yin, J. Steinhardt
ICML 2025.

SHADES: TOWARDS A MULTILINGUAL ASSESSMENT OF STEREOTYPES IN LARGE LANGUAGE MODELS
M. Mitchell, ... K. Yin ... A. Névéol, Z. Talat et al.
NAACL 2025.

EVALUATING THE DIVERSITY AND QUALITY OF LLM GENERATED CONTENT
A. Shypula, S. Li, B. Zhang, V. Padmakumar, K. Yin, O. Bastani
COLM 2025.

ASL STEM WIKI: DATASET AND BENCHMARK FOR INTERPRETING STEM ARTICLES
K. Yin, C. Singh, FO Minakov, V. Milan, H. Daumé 1lI, C. Zhang, AX Lu, D. Bragg
EMNLP 2024.

USING LANGUAGE MODELS TO DISAMBIGUATE LEXICAL CHOICES IN TRANSLATION
J. Barua, S. Subramanian, K. Yin, A. Suhr
EMNLP 2024.

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE HANDSHAPES REFLECT PRESSURES FOR COMMUNICATIVE EFFICIENCY
K. Yin, T. Regier, D. Klein
ACL 2024.

WHEN DOES TRANSLATION REQUIRE CONTEXT? A DATA-DRIVEN, MULTILINGUAL EXPLORATION Best Resource
Paper

P. Fernandes®, K. Yin*, E. Liu, A. Martins, G. Neubig

ACL 2023.

INTERPRETING LANGUAGE MODELS WITH CONTRASTIVE EXPLANATIONS Best Paper Runner-Up
K. Yin, G. Neubig
EMNLP 2022.

SIGNED COREFERENCE RESOLUTION
K. Yin, K. DeHaan, M. Alikhani.
EMNLP 2021.

WHEN IS WALL A PARED AND WHEN A MURO?: EXTRACTING RULES GOVERNING LEXICAL SELECTION
A. Chaudhary, K. Yin, A. Anastasopoulos, G. Neubig.
EMNLP 2021.

DATA AUGMENTATION FOR SIGN LANGUAGE GLOSS TRANSLATION
A. Moryossef*, K. Yin*, G. Neubig, Y. Goldberg
MTSummit 2021 Workshop on Automatic Translation for Signed and Spoken Languages (AT4SSL).

INCLUDING SIGNED LANGUAGES IN NATURAL LANGUAGE PROCESSING Best Theme Paper
K. Yin, A. Moryossef, ). Hochgesang, Y. Goldberg, M. Alikhani.
ACL 2021.

DO CONTEXT-AWARE TRANSLATION MODELS PAY THE RIGHT ATTENTION?


https://arxiv.org/abs/2505.05145
https://arxiv.org/abs/2508.14828
https://arxiv.org/abs/2502.14010
https://aclanthology.org/2025.naacl-long.600/
https://arxiv.org/abs/2504.12522
https://aclanthology.org/2024.emnlp-main.801/
https://aclanthology.org/2024.emnlp-main.278/
https://aclanthology.org/2024.acl-long.839/
https://aclanthology.org/2023.acl-long.36/
https://aclanthology.org/2022.emnlp-main.14/
https://aclanthology.org/2021.emnlp-main.405
https://aclanthology.org/2021.emnlp-main.553/
https://aclanthology.org/2021.mtsummit-at4ssl.1/
https://aclanthology.org/2021.acl-long.570/
https://aclanthology.org/2021.acl-long.65/

K. Yin, P. Fernandes, D. Pruthi, A. Chaudhary, A. Martins, G. Neubig
ACL 2021.

MEASURING AND INCREASING CONTEXT USAGE IN CONTEXT-AWARE MACHINE TRANSLATION
P. Fernandes, K. Yin, G. Neubig, A. Martins
ACL 2021.

BETTER SIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATION WITH STMC-TRANSFORMER Global Undergraduate Award
K. Yin, J. Read.
COLING 2020.

TEACHING

FALL
FALL

2025 EECS183 Natural Language Processing (GSI)
2024 CS288 Natural Language Processing (GSI)

SELECTED AWARDS

2025

2023

-2026  Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, UC Berkeley.

2023 Best Resource Paper, Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL).

-2027  Future of Life PhD Fellowship.

2022 Best Paper Runner-Up, Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP).

2022-2023  Berkeley PhD Fellowship.

2021

-2022  Siebel Scholarship.
2021 Best Theme Paper, Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL).

2020-2022 CMU Research Fellowship.

2020 Thomas Clarkson Medal in Computer Science, Global Undergraduate Awards.
2015 Gold Medal Concours Kangourou des Mathématiques (rank 6/1301).
2012 Gold Medal Concours Kangourou des Mathématiques (rank 5/53937).

INVITED TALKS

NLP for Signed Languages: Challenges and Opportunities

NLP I B F 7 A (HAGE), Carnegie Mellon University, Stanford University

Pressures for Communicative Efficiency in American Sign Language

Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research

Natural Language Processing for Signed Languages

DeepMind, University of Pittsburgh, University of Chicago & TTI-Chicago, Sony CSL, Université
Laval (version francaise), Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, University of Melbourne
Interpreting Language Models with Contrastive Explanations

University of Melbourne, KUNGFU.AI

Understanding, Improving and Evaluating Context Usage in Context-aware Translation
Unbabel, IT University of Copenhagen, Workshop on Pronouns and Machine Translation, Special
Interest Group on Typology

Including Signed Languages in NLP

International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence, NLP Highlights (podcast episode)

Sign Language Translation with Transformers

Computer Vision Talks, The Global Undergraduate Summit

PRESS & INTERVIEWS

JAN.
OcCT.

SEP.
AUG.
AUG.
OcCT.

SEP.

2022 Student Spotlight: Kayo Yin, The Link

2021  Alumni Stories: Kayo Yin, Class of 2017, Jeannine Manuel Alumni

2021 Five SCS Students Named Siebel Scholars, CMU SCS

2021 LTI Master’s Student Urges NLP Focus on Signed Languages, CMU SCS

2021 LTI Student Wins Best Theme Paper at ACL-IJCNLP 2021, CMU LTI

2020 Bachelor of Science Alumni - Kayo at Carnegie Mellon University, Ecole Polytechnique
2020 Kayo Yin wins the 2020 Global Undergraduate Awards, Ecole Polytechnique

MAY. 2020 Testimony: Kayo Yin, BX2020 Maths/Computer Science Student, Ecole Polytechnique

DEcC.
FEB.
JUN.

2019 Meet Kayo Yin, Bachelor Student, Women in Science
2019 Meet our students - Kayo Yin, Ecole Polytechnique
2018 Kayo Yin, One-Woman Band, A Lifetime of Science


https://aclanthology.org/2021.acl-long.505/
https://www.aclweb.org/anthology/2020.coling-main.525/
https://cal-nlp-class.github.io/fa25/
https://cal-cs288.github.io/fa24
https://kayoyin.github.io/assets/slides/stanford25.pdf
https://nlp-colloquium-jp.github.io//schedule/2024-10-23_kayo-yin/
https://kayoyin.github.io/assets/slides/tislr25.pdf
https://kayoyin.github.io/assets/slides/deepmind21.pdf
https://iid.ulaval.ca/evenements/webinaire-linclusion-des-langues-des-signes-dans-le-traitement-du-langage-naturel/
https://kayoyin.github.io/assets/slides/melb22.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFIGad0NI4ougZCcNIJXUIW0XRnF-FXdJ
https://www.ijcai.org/proceedings/2022/753
https://soundcloud.com/nlp-highlights/136-including-signed-languages-in-nlp-with-kayo-yin-and-malihe-alikhani?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://youtu.be/E5nKeEvoAK0
https://magazine.cs.cmu.edu/studentspotlightkayoyin
https://www.jeanninemanuelalumni.org/news/2021/10/26/kayo-yin-class-of-2017
https://www.cs.cmu.edu/news/2021/siebel_scholars_2021
https://www.cs.cmu.edu/news/2021/nlp-signed-languages
https://www.lti.cs.cmu.edu/news/lti-student-wins-best-theme-paper-acl-ijcnlp-2021
https://programmes.polytechnique.edu/en/post/bachelor-of-science-alumni-kayo-at-carnegie-mellon-university
https://www.polytechnique.edu/en/content/graduate-lx-bachelor-science-kayo-yin-wins-2020-global-undergraduate-awards
https://programmes.polytechnique.edu/en/post/testimony-yin-kayo-bx2020-mathscomputer-science-student
https://programmes.polytechnique.edu/en/post/women-in-science-meet-kayo-yin-bachelor-student
https://youtu.be/RoZAu4pHCxg
https://gargantua.polytechnique.fr/siatel-web/app/linkto/mICYYYTGHYK

ACADEMIC SERVICE

ORGANIZER

REVIEWER

Misc

NeurIPS 2025 Workshop on Mechanistic Interpretability

UK AISI Alignment Conference 2025

COLM 2025 Workshop on Pragmatic Reasoning in Language Models
NeurlPS 2024 Workshop on Socially Responsible Language Modeling Research (SoLaR)
ICML 2024 Workshop on Mechanistic Interpretability

ACL Rolling Review 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026

ICLR 2024, 2025

ICML 2025, 2026

NeurlPS 2024

MTSummit 2021

TransportiX Hackathon, Mentor 2021

French Tournament of Young Mathematicians (TFJM?), Jury 2020

CIvic ENGAGEMENT

2022-2024 Organizer, NLP with Friends
2020-2022 Graduate Student Representative, CMU Graduate Student Assembly
2020-2022  Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee, CMU Graduate Student Assembly
2021-2022  Mentor, CMU LTI Graduate Student Mentorship Program
2020-2021  Social Chair, CMQ+ (CMU Graduate LGBTQ+ Association)
2018-2020 Homeless Outreach, LUAction Sociale de la Kés (Polytechnique Humanitarian Association)
2018-2019  Organizer, Polytechnique Mental Health Awareness Week
2017-2020 Communications, Développement Durable a I’X (Polytechnique Sustainable Development Society)
2017-2020 Board Member, XY (Polytechnique LGBTQ+ Association)
2017-2020 Member, X au Féminin (Polytechnique Women'’s Society)
LANGUAGES

NATURAL LANGUAGES: Japanese (Native), French (Native), English (Fluent), Mandarin (HSK 5), American
Sign Language (ASL 3)
PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES: Python, C++, Coq

Last updated June 28, 2026


https://mechinterpworkshop.com/
https://alignmentproject.aisi.gov.uk/
https://sites.google.com/berkeley.edu/praglm/
https://solar-neurips.github.io/
https://icml2024mi.pages.dev/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=183228210300688
https://tfjm.org/
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